
Tolling in Kansas 
In the early 1950s – prior to the Interstate system’s arrival in Kansas – highway sup-
porters, including the Chambers of Commerce in Wichita, Topeka and Kansas City, saw 
advantages in connecti ng the state’s three largest citi es. But some opponents honestly 
believed the cost was prohibiti ve. Others, parti cularly legislators from western Kansas 
and rural areas, did not see why their consti tuents should pay for an expensive high-
way they would seldom use. Using tax money or raising gasoline taxes several cents per 
gallon weren’t considered viable opti ons for building the highway. A toll road was the 
only alternati ve because only travelers who used the roadway would pay for it. It was 
fi nanced from the sale of revenue bonds.

Key points in Turnpike history
The Kansas Legislature created the KTA in April 1953 to construct, operate and  ●
maintain a toll road connecti ng the three largest citi es in Kansas.

Constructi on began on the banks of the Kansas River near Lawrence on New Year’s  ●
Eve 1954.

The roadway opened 22 short months later on October 25, 1956. ●

Toll Increases on the Kansas Turnpike

All roads are paid for by taxes,
user fees or a combination of 
private and public financing.

Year Class 2 % Increase Class 5 % Increase
1961 12% 5%

1962 (Class 2 only) 5% 0%

1965 10% 5%

1969 6% 6%

1976 10% 14%

1979 6% 10%

1980 10% 30%

1986 5% 10%

1991 (Class 5 only) 0% 12%

1995 10% 10%

2001 5% 5%

2004 5% 5%

2007 5% 5%

These percentages represent approximate increases based on average tolls. In comparison, the cost 
of living index has gone up 691 percent. If the KTA’s original toll had kept up with infl ati on, the cost  
to drive the enti re length of the roadway would be $29.68 for a passenger car.
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